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BUILDING A DOE RESEARCH DATA MANAGEMENT 
COMMUNITY

• 43 members from 12 labs and OSTI

• Monthly roundtable meetings

• Focus on specific topics of interest
• Members include data scientists and 

researchers, data quality leads, 
librarians, STI managers, and repository 
managers

• All levels of experience



2024 TOPICS OF INTEREST

• Produced a Curation Primer for Telemetry data in collaboration with the 
Data Curation Network (DCN)

• Ontologies: Hosted a learning session on Ontologies and Protégé 
(ontology software)

• Hosted several lab repository managers to speak to a Lab Data 
Community meeting

• Began discussion on upcoming DOE 241.1 

  requirements for review & release of data



IDENTIFIED A NEED TO REVIEW, AND 
PROVIDE GUIDELINES AROUND 
REPOSITORIES FOR OUR RESEARCHERS

“Do you think the models’ parameters can fall within 
one of the many classes of data that the … facility 
is designed to host?  Alternative, are there other 
more appropriate release platforms (e.g, 
...  Zenodo) that you recommend?”

E-mail from researcher dated: 2024-10-14

FY25 - LOOKING AHEAD….



Major issue: Public 
generalist repositories, 
such as Dryad, 
frequently have Terms 
of  Agreement that do 
not align with our 
contracts

First action item: 
Representatives from 
the team will obtain 
guidance from legal



PLAN TO 
INCORPORATE WORK 
DONE BY OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS

• Won’t reinvent the wheel

• Create a matrix that lists known  
generalists DOE repositories as 
well

• Would like to make this a web 
tool like Cornell’s Data Storage 
Finder



Recommendations will 
need to account for 

the Nelson Memo and 
the Desirable

Characteristics of 
Data Repositories for

Federally Funded 
Research

Narlock et al.
Data Science Journal
DOI: 10.5334/dsj-2024-
046, p. 6



SOME LABS ARE ALREADY TESTING DIFFERENT 
REPOSITORY INFRASTRUCTURES ACCORDING TO HOW 
WELL THEY ALIGN 



THIS WORK IS BOTH 
TIMELY, AND IMPORTANT

• There has been a significant growth 
in the use Data Repositories

Narlock et al.
Data Science Journal
DOI: 10.5334/dsj-2024-
046, p. 11



None of us is as smart as all of us.” 
- Ken Blanchard

Join us!

Contact 
Miriam Blake Miriam.blake@pnnl.gov

Or
Alex May mayab@ornl.gov

mailto:Miriam.blake@pnnl.gov
mailto:mayab@ornl.gov
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